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I want to review where we have come with the message on fire.

Hebrews 12:29 quotes the passage of scripture from Psalms 104:4 that says, “Our God is a consuming fire.”  To draw close to Him, we must become as He is, or we will be consumed in the fire of His being.  So to draw close to him means that we literally position ourselves in the consuming fire.
Matthew 3:8 - 12
He shall baptize,  or immerse you with the H.G. AND with fire.  This is two separate works.  They can come all at once, but they are separate and distinct.  On the day of Pentecost, there was a wind that filled the house where they were sitting.

Acts 2:3 – 4 says: “And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.

And they were all filled with the H.G. and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.”
Finally in Luke 12:49 – 50 Jesus said:
“I am come to send fire on the earth: and what will I, if it be already kindled?

But I have a baptism to be baptized with: and how am I straightened till it be accomplished!”
Today, we are going to begin investigating the purpose of the fire.  As we bring this message to its fullness it is important to remember that God is not just represented by a consuming fire, He is a consuming fire.  Let’s first trace the history of the fire of God.
Revelations 4:1 – 5
In John’s experience, he saw the Throne room of heaven.  In the Throne Room, there were seven lamps of fire that burned before the throne of God.  He called these lamps of fire the seven Spirits of God.  The seven Spirits of God are mentioned again in Revelation 5:6.  
It says, “And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”
So, now the position of the seven Spirits of God has moved, from in front of the throne, to being “sent out into all the earth”.  Also notice that they are part of the physical make-up of the Lamb [in the heavens] as it had been slain.  Think about what a sacrificed lamb would look like – bloody…  limp…. dead!  Keep your pulse on this image because it is important as we move forward in this journey in scripture.

We see the physical representation of the lamps of fire in the Tabernacle in the Wilderness, tucked safely into the Holy Place.  The vessel that bears the 7 flames requires daily attention to function properly.  We will look at that in the weeks ahead.

Isaiah 11:1 – 4
In this passage of Scripture we see a prophetic description of the character of the Spirit of the Lord:  Notice that it lists 7 different characteristics:

1. Wisdom

2. Understanding

3. Counsel

4. Might

5. Knowledge

6. Fear of the Lord

7. Judgment

Ok…….  Let’s change directions for a moment, and go back to the fire.  There is a purpose, or product that is suppose to be produced in the fire.  Think of the spiritual process like this:
· Salvation, the first work of grace,  replaces the works of the flesh by sowing and cultivating seed that produces the Fruit of the Spirit.  (And brings it to maturity)

· The infilling of the Holy Ghost, which is the second work of grace, produces spiritual gifts rather than carnal talents and skill sets.

· The third work of grace is the baptism or emersion in fire.  The intent of the emersion into this fire that is hot!  Hot!  Hot!, is to burn away residual carnality,  and allow you to bond with God.  .  

Malachi 3:1 – 3 describes the fire as a purifier:
“Behold I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold,  he shall come, says the Lord of hosts.

But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appeareth?  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fuller’s soap:

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he shall purify the sons of Levi and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.”

The product from the refining process and the HOT fires is:
1. Wisdom

2. Understanding

3. Counsel

4. Might

5. Knowledge

6. Fear of the Lord

7. Judgment

It is not the kind of wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the Lord, or judgment that visits you once every few years.  It dwells, or abides with you always!  When you first got saved, the blood of Jesus Christ, bonded you to the Son of God, and you became conscious of the Spirit of God.  The Holy Ghost would “rest” upon you.  But when you received the baptism or total immersion of the Holy Ghost, you were filled with Him!  As you submit to Him, He speaks through you; He walks with you and directs your path; He wakes you up in the middle of the night to pray for others; He takes you out of your way because someone needs to hear the gospel message  -- you become bonded to Him!

The baptism or immersion in the fire of God is similar – it bonds you to the Father; it connects you to His way of thinking; it marries you in the spirit, so that you become one!  The things of the world lose their luster because you have become bedazzled by the lightning that proceeds out of the throne of God!
Whew!  I feel my shout coming on!

Isaiah 61:1 – 3

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord that he might be glorified.”

The fire may burn you until there is nothing left of the old you!  If that is the case, “Praise God!”  the old you was probably not a good pattern anyway.  If you burn to ashes, He will raise you up with BEAUTY!!

Isaiah 43: 1 – 3a

“But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob,

And He who formed you, O Israel;  Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; You are Mine.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;  [note: the waters is the HOLY GHOST  -- River of living water].

And through the rivers, they shall not overflow you.

When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned,  Nor shall the flame scorch you.

For I am the Lord your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior;”
