The Flow of the Anointing (Message 5)

Anointing Message 5
May 30, 2010, June 6, 2010 and June 13, 2010
Luke 4:18 – 19

I have used this scripture repeatedly to open these messages on the anointing because Christ must be the pattern for the flow of the anointing in your life.

In the last 4 messages on the anointing, we have explored:

1. The three levels of anointing: physical, emotional and spiritual.

2. The eyes of the anointing sees differently than the eyes of man.  
3. The purpose of the anointing is to deliver a message that the world rejects, but desperately needs.

4. The first phase of extracting the oil from the fruit.  The power of the anointing is derived from the flow of the anointing.  When there is no movement, the anointing will stagnate and become contaminated with some level of sin.   At this stage, the olives are crushed into a paste.  The flesh of the olives must be torn to release the oil.  

The fruit that you bear MUST be crushed and torn in order for the anointing to flow.  The next step is called malaxing, or mixing the paste, which allows small oil droplets to combine into bigger ones.  These are the times in our life when it seems like we have been crushed and torn beyond measure, then our life is thrown into total chaos, or upheaval, like being put into a mixer.
Nothing makes sense during this part of the process.  If you think you have experienced upheaval in your life before, it will never compare to what you experience at this level.  There are things that God has to churn up in your life.  If we yield to the Spirit of God, and what He is doing, the “small droplets of anointing oil in our life will combine with bigger ones.”
To speed up the process, and commercially improve the yield of oil, water or heat can be added.  However, if water or heat is added at this stage it lowers the quality of the oil.  Or if the oil stays in the mixing process too long, the oil will have a bigger yield, but a decreased shelf life.
June 6, 2010

Matthew 25:1 – 13
In this parable, Jesus shows four possible outcomes for the anointing:

1. The foolish virgin is someone who is saved, however, they are not concerned about the anointing.  They live off the anointing of other people.  They are spiritual takers, rarely ever giving – because they have nothing to give.  They look good, they may know what to say, but they cannot live it at a level that produces enough oil, even for their own life.

2. The wise virgins, are saved, full of the Holy Ghost, and concerned about the anointing in their life.  They have learned to produce [at least] enough oil for their own life.  They want to be spiritual givers, but will shut down, when their fruit is crushed for extended periods of time.  They are unable to retain the joy of the Lord in the heat of the battle.  They will get through it – but not very gracefully.  Everyone around them will carry the load for them.
Both the foolish and the wise virgins fell asleep.  They were tired from all the praise and worship, which ministered to their flesh.  Neither the wise, nor foolish virgins ministered to anyone else – only themselves.

3. The next level of the anointing is represented in Christians who have matured in the Lord and are able to produce the anointing in quantity.  They can sing, and shout, and preach, and pray, for people all day long, and they are still full  -- they are the sellers of oil.  They are definitely spiritual givers.  This is that person in which you can ALWAYS depend.  The reason they are called sellers of oil, is because there is a price to pay to tap into their flow of the anointing.  You do not pay the price to them (personally), but you cannot connect with the realm of the spirit where they derive their revelation knowledge without paying the price.
4. The final level of spiritual anointing is represented in the Christian who is anointed in an additional aspect.  They are the watchers.  Jesus described them as Midnight Criers.  They are awake, on the job, full of the Spirit, to overflowing.  When their fruit is crushed, they keep on going, trusting God, regardless of the weight of the crushing.  They never stop giving to others.  If you do not know them intimately, you will never know they are being crushed.  They are watching for others, praying for others, reaching out to offer salvation – constantly.  They are crying out in the Spirit, and crying out to warn others.  They are relentless – they will not stop.  They will stay the course – regardless.
If we insist on soothing the process, or speeding it up, by watering down what God is doing, it may increase the yield of the anointing – temporarily, but it will lower the quality.  Or, if we stay in the mixing process too long, the anointing will have a larger yield, but a decreased shelf-life. 
When the wise and foolish virgins went out to meet the bride groom, they did not anticipate that the bridegroom would tarry.  They may have thought they had enough oil to burn efficiently until the bridegroom arrived.  Their oil may not have been of good quality, or the shelf life may have been questionable.  So, when they had to burn the oil for an extended period of time it burned more quickly, or less efficiently, which produces an unpredictable yield, and they ran out.
In January 1991, I went to work for the City and County of Denver due to financial and medical needs in our family.  They were asking for people who would take temporary assignments of up to one year.  I remember telling the Lord that I could work on a job and maintain the ministry He had given to me.  At that time I thought it would be about a year’s assignment.  This assignment ends January 15, 2011, which will be 20 years!  

We must stay the course…regardless of the upheaval, regardless of the suffering or pain, regardless of how it re-shapes our life in Christ.  Through the Holy Ghost, He is processing us to a higher anointing.  We want to go higher in Him!  We are not done yet!
June 13, 2010
The final stage of processing the oil consists in separating the oil from the rest of the olive components.  Some processes are called three-phase because they separate the oil, the water, and the solids separately.  The oil is then left in tanks or barrels where a final separation, if needed, happens through gravity.  Finally, if desired, the oil is filtered.

In this stage of processing the anointing, the Holy Ghost draws us out and separates us from the world.  His word says, “Come out from among them; and be ye separate, says the Lord.  Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.  I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.
· You have to learn to separate yourself from the world.  

· You have to learn to say, “NO!” to family friends and loved-ones who want you to participate in things that will water-down the anointing of God in your life.

· Sometimes you have to go to church rather than the family BBQ’s, or other celebrations.  Other times you will have to excuse yourself and leave the family BBQ when it starts getting ungodly.  

· You have to be the one to say, “Let’s pray over this food.”

· You have to be the one who gets up early on Sunday morning and picks up the grand kids because the parents aren’t going to bring them.

· You have to take the lead in the Name of Jesus!

You have to bear the fruit.


Then, endure the crushing and ripping of the flesh.



Stay sane while the Holy Ghost mixes it up.




And finally, “stay sweet in your spirit, when you are separated, ostracized 
and condemned by others.

When it looks impossible, or insane, you have to believe and trust that God is doing what needs to be done in your life.

Each of these steps have a direct correlation to the suffering and crucifixion of Christ.  It further demonstrates the phases in which a new convert moves from being a sinful creature into a new creation in Christ Jesus.
The cleansing and pitting process is represented in the sanctification
 process that is directed by the Holy Spirit in the life of a new believer, and continues throughout the Christian experience.  The pit is the heart of sin that needs to be extracted.  This enables the “old man” to die, and the new man in Christ Jesus to live.


In the life of Christ:  This represents the pure, clean, holy Son of God introduced into a world that had become corrupt, vile, and full of sin.  


In the suffering and crucifixion of Christ: the cleansing and pitting represents the moment that the sin of the world was placed upon the Lord, and His blood flowed from his body – from the crown of thorns in His head; to the beating on His back for our healing; to the nails that pierced his hands, and the sword that pierced his side, down to the nails in His feet.  His blood flowed from head to toe.
The grinding process begins the flow of the anointing.  The flesh of the olive must be torn to facilitate the release of the oil, or anointing.  In biblical times, this was done using stone mills that crushed the fruit under its weight.  As the fruit is crushed it releases the oil into a paste. 

In the life of Christ:  This represents His entire life.  From the moment He was conceived, the gift was crushed and came under the cruel  oppression of man, but He kept bearing fruit – all His life.


In the suffering and crucifixion of Christ: No greater words can be burned into creation as those spoke by Christ on the cross – “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  Even when He was ground, and torn beyond measure, the Lord released the flow of the anointing by continuing to bear the precious fruit.
The Born-again believer is commanded to bear fruit that is worth of repentance.  Galatians 5:22 says, “The fruit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  These serve the Christian well, and transform them into the image of Christ.  But if you want the oil or anointing from the fruit, it has to be crushed!  You have to be willing allow the love, joy, or peace to be crushed, after you have worked so hard to cultivate it.  This means that when you express love to others and they crush it and throw it back in your face you have to continue to love anyway – it is the crushing that starts the flow of the anointing.  

That is the reason that many Christians fall short of the flow of the anointing.  We say we want the fire, but we cannot have the fire without the oil, and we cannot have the oil without the crushing of the fruit.  If we stop producing the fruit, because the last crop was crushed, the flow stops – and our spirit becomes stagnate.  

· If you stop loving because you were crushed and hurt, you stop the flow of the anointing.
· If you stop allowing joy to produce Praise, you stop the flow of the anointing.
· If you cannot find peace in your life because your fruit has been crushed, you stop the flow of the anointing.

AND WHEN YOU STOP THE FLOW OF THE ANOINTING – 

YOU BECOME STAGNATE, AND YOUR SPIRIT BECOMES CONTAMINATED!

THE FLOW OF THE POWER OF GOD COMES TO A SCREECHING HALT

AND YOU HAVE TO CULTIVATE A NEW CROP OF FRUIT 

FOR THE ANOINTING TO FLOW.

Finally, the separation process calls the Born-again believer to find the intricate balance of separating themselves from the pollution of the world, while being in the world.  This requires the Born-again believer to know that their purpose is to cultivate souls for the Kingdom of God.

In the life of Christ:  He was the ultimate two-edged sword that separated and divided.  His live was an exercise and pattern for which Christians can mirror to separate themselves.


In the suffering and crucifixion of Christ: Christ was the ultimate High Priest that stood in the presence of God to make intercession for the human race.  Yet, scripture says that he “suffered without the gate.”  This means that He was separated from every element of the priesthood in His suffering and crucifixion.  

· Instead of purity – the sin of the world was imputed to Him.
· Instead of priestly garments, He was stripped naked, and His clothing was gambled away.

· Instead of standing in the presence of God,  His Father turned away because of the sin.  This to the point that He cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

· Instead of entering into the Holy of Holies, He was taken outside of the gate of the city, and crucified, as though He were unclean.
You say you want the power of God?

You say you want the anointing?

The question is, “Are you willing to pay the price?”

Next Week:  Sparking the oil – burned to ashes
� Sanctify: to make clean.
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