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Romans 7:5 - 7

The governing principle of the law of physics says that for every action there is a reaction.  Scientist study the effects of “reaction” in the physical realm; psychiatrists or psychologists study the effects of reaction in the emotional or intellectual realm, and medical science studies and treats the effects of the reaction on the body.  As we consider the messages on “going through the fire”, we need to understand the effects of the fiery spiritual lessons.  When exploring this thought, there is another dimension that needs to be considered if we are to understand the fire’s full impact, and that is the effect of the reaction in the spiritual realm.
God allows the fiery trials to burn away the fleshful desires, and purify the aspects of body, soul & spirit that have been contaminated by the world.  If we are to re-callibrate who we are in Christ Jesus, the Spirit must grow stronger than the fleshful and emotional (or intellectual) characteristics of who we are.

Let’s review for a minute:  

· When a person is born, they are born as body and soul.  God’s design for man was body, soul, AND spirit.  The reaction of Adam’s transgression was that the spiritual life or “zoe” died.

· The spirit-life is the connection that facilitates communication with God.  Scripture says that, “God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him, must worship Him in Spirit and truth.  (John 4:24)
· The original design for man was: the Spirit, the soul, and the body.  The perfect man would look like this: The spirit would be the strongest aspect  because its purpose is to speak to God.  The soul, which is the will, intellect, and emotions would take the communication and translate it for the purpose of governing or directing the actions of the flesh.

· What the flesh does is a direct reaction to the condition of the soul.

· However, at birth, the spirit-life does not exist, and you must be born-again of the Spirit.

· At the new-birth, the spirit-life is weak, untrained, and undisciplined.  The lust of the flesh is stronger, and normally dominates the soul.

· To put these components back into their proper perspective, the lust of the flesh must be disciplined to the instruction of the soul; the soul must be disciplined and attuned to the leadership of the Spirit; and the Spirit must be in communication with God.

But the flesh is VERY stubborn, and does not want to relinquish its dominance.  So, it requires very strong measures to re-direct man’s path toward God’s design.  Success is accomplished by washing the soul through the Spirit.

Ephesians 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her.  That He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

OK….  “that He might sanctify, which means to make holy, and cleanse it by the word of God.  So, to wash the soul requires that you strike a balance between how much of the fleshful desire that you pour into your soul, in comparison to the Word of God.  

Remember that an important aspect of the soul is intellect.  You cannot just know the Word of God to generate the right response.  The result that you need is that you know God’s Word from an intellectual perspective, but more importantly that you discipline or train your fleshful responses to comply with what God’s Word says, without compromise.
Let’s go back to the statement that I made a few minutes ago.  The flesh is VERY stubborn.  It requires extreme measures to redirect, and retrain.  The strong correction, or re-direction is found in the fire.
Remember in last week’s message, Hebrews 1:7 says, “And of the angels He says: Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.”  The word, makes is very important because it implies that there is a process to accomplish this goal.
How many want to be on fire for God?  

How many are willing to be burned to reach that goal?

· In Matthew 3:11 John the Baptist is recorded as saying: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

So, to be “like God”, we must be baptized or immersed in fire, just as we are immersed in water when we are baptized after repentance.
The fire usually comes after the test, and any remedial learning that you need to do. Its purpose is to clean, polish, and fine tune the work that God has started in you.  To be successful and come out of the fire, you have to draw closer to God and meet fire with fire.  
I want to ask you again, “How many want to be on fire for God?”

You got lots of burning to do, Lucy.

