Beauty for Ashes (Message 7)

Anointing Message 7
July 4, 2010
I Corinthians 3: 9 – 17
Today for the first time in many weeks, we are not opening the message with Luke 4: 18 – 19.  I think you will enjoy this final message on the anointing.
Here is the progression of what we have learned up to now:

1. The three levels of anointing: physical, emotional and spiritual.

2. The eyes of the anointing sees differently than the eyes of man.  
3. The purpose of the anointing is to deliver a message that the world rejects, but desperately needs.

4. The power of the anointing is derived from the flow of the anointing. Therefore you have to extract the oil from the fruit.  This takes placed in three stages:

a. You must produce a MATURE harvest of fruit.
b. The flesh of the olives must be torn, and crushed to release the oil.  
c. The pasty olive product is put into a mixer.

d. The final stage is separating the oil from the rest of the components.  

5. In his parable of the wise and foolish virgins, Jesus spoke of four possible outcomes for the anointing.
a. The foolish virgin, did not have enough oil for the bridegroom to tarry, and they burned out.  
b. The wise virgin, had enough oil for herself, and under normal circumstances would have [probably] shared with others.  But, when the bridegroom tarried, she only had enough for herself. The sellers of oil had an abundance of oil, and was able to sell or distribute to others.

c. The midnight crier not only had an abundance, but his eyes were open and he was watching and waiting.  At the appointed time he warned others – he was crying out.
6. The oil cannot simply be put into a pretty bottle and set up on the shelf.  It must be sparked, so that it burst into a flame of fire.  The catalyst that sparks the oil, is the Word of God

If you complete this process, you are “on fire for God”!    Last week we learned what that does to people around us:  Joel chapter 2: 3 says, “A fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns; the land is like the Garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; Surely nothing shall escape them.”
So this is where we have to come back to our Statement of Purpose for this message. Luke 4:18 – 19:  The purpose of this anointing is clearly defined in this passage:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me to:

· preach the gospel to the poor;  

· He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 

· To proclaim liberty to the captives and 

· recovery of sight to the blind.  

· To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
· To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

When you study your notes at home, parallel this passage of scripture with the Great Commission in Mark 16:15.  Both scriptures describe a ministry that reconciles those who have lost their way in life, back to God.  

So let’s go back to our opening scripture: I Corinthians 3: 9 – 17
The salvation experience lays a primary foundation in the life of the believer that introduces him or her back to God as their creator.  Once the foundation is laid, the believer must then begin to build on the foundation.  We determine how we build.  I Corinthians chapter 3 reveals six basic materials that we can use to build; three of which are rooted in Christ, and three that will not stand in the fire.  The three that are rooted in Chrst are :
1. Gold (Wisdom -  in the Word)
2. Silver (Understanding – in the Word)
3. Precious stones (Ornaments of the Spirit, which results in “applying” the Word)
When these are exposed to the fire, they are purified, and become more beautiful.
The last three are: Wood, Hay, Straw or stubble.  When these are exposed to the fire, they are damaged and/or destroyed.  What does wood, hay and straw represent?  Turn to I John 2:15 – 17.
Wood is the equivalent to the pride of life because the pride of life has deep, strong roots that will try to keep the pride alive – even when the rest of the tree has been cut down.  John the Baptist preached in Matthew 3, “now is the axe laid to the root of the tree”, because the root of the pride of life must come out.
Hay represents the lust of the flesh.  It is everywhere, in plentiful supply.  Turn to I Peter 1:22 – 25.
  When you build the lust of the flesh upon the foundation of Christ, it will not survive the fire, and you will have to start building all over again.  One of the purposes of the fire is to burn out all things that are not of God.
Straw or stubble is represented in the lust of the eye.  It is the residue of the grass or hay after it is cut down.  When a field is full of stubble, you cannot plant.  The field is usually burned to remove the stubble, and prepare it, to plant another harvest.  If you try to plant the field when it is full of stubble, you will get a minimal harvest, and not the bountiful one for which you were looking.  Stubble cannot withstand the fire.  You have to come to the place that nothing on this earth can come between you and God.  
Back in October we studied the Baptism of Fire.  The fire is to purify.  So in order to purify, the fire must burn away, any hindrance, or anything that is not of God.  So that the material possessions you have are tools, not the result of the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, or the pride of life.  None of these will make it through the fire.

So, if you have not built on the foundation of Christ from a spiritual perspective, the fire, or sparking of the anointing will burn everything away.  This is the ultimate convergence of the Baptism of Fire and the message on the anointing.
Isaiah 61:1 – 3
Even if you are burned to ashes, you have the solid foundation of the Lord Jesus Christ in which to rebuild.  Verse 4 says, “And they shall rebuild the old ruins, they shall raise up the former desolations, and they shall repair the ruined cities.”
If your works come to naught – if you forget that you are working for the Lord and not for man, you will be able to walk away when man disappoints you – you works will be burned up.  In a church setting, you are not working for the pastor, or the leaders.  They are tools in which God uses to fulfill His plan.  II Peter 2:10 says, 

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat, both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness.  Looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to His promise look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”
We have to build on the foundation of Christ those things that will stand the test of time.  Those things that appear in eternity  -- souls.
Ministry Team Meeting this Tuesday at 6:00 pm  ALL who are going to help with the picnic.











� See also Isaiah 40:6 “all flesh is grass”
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