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God Sees Your Full Potential (not what you are today)

September 13, 2009
Genesis 50:22 - 26

Throughout his life, Joseph was successful in everything that he did, but only for short periods of time.  Before he had the opportunity to enjoy the success to any degree, God would sweep him away to a new level of training and trial.

Now that we know and understand the fullness of Joseph’s life, it is easy to see how God trained and positioned him both strategically and intellectually.  Each step of Joseph’s training was important to make him successful on the next level.  But it was also imperitive to the overall position for which he was being groomed.
Once the drought was over and the house of Jacob was safe and positioned in Egypt, Joseph lived a full life of 110 years old and saw three generations of his children.  Nothing else was written of him after he was close to 50 years old, other than his death.
We can assume that he live a prosperous and happy life in Egypt for the remaining 60 years that he lived.  

Genesis 37:3 – 14; 18 - 19

I purposely waited to preach about the first part of Joseph’s life until after we had taken a look at the rest of his life.  The reason is that I wanted you to view Joseph as a successful, intelligent man whose gifts and talents were fully matured.  In that mature state, being used of the Spirit of God, he saved the nation of Egypt and surrounding countries.  Most importantly he saved his household, and the chosen seed of Abraham.

We have recounted the major events of Joseph’s life in many ways.  Today, I want to talk about it one more way.

In each stage of Joseph’s life, people saw the gifts and talents that God poured into him.  But they did not view him as a successful man.  I am sure that Joseph felt he had so much more to give in every situation, but no one was interested in any other gift or talent, except for what they wanted to exploit or use for the moment.
Have you ever felt that if you could just have a chance that you could be successful?  If you just had a little seed money to work on your ideas, or if someone would just give you a break?  I am sure that Joseph felt the same way – trapped in the position that he was in for the moment, but feeling the success that he knew he could be in God.

· When he was young, and his brothers looked on him, they saw a dreamer – someone who would never amount to anything.

· When the Ishmaelites looked on him, they saw an asset that could be used for profit – but without any other worth.

· When Potiphar looked on him, he saw a slave.

· When Potiphar’s wife looked on him, she was a toy – someone to amuse her.

· When the jailor looked on him, he saw a criminal

BUT WHEN GOD looked on him, he saw a man that he could mold into a powerful leader and hand over the country of Egypt to the saving of the house of Abraham.

You may not realize or understand what God is doing with you today.

People may look upon you and see a dreamer or a slave.

But God sees your full potential in a mature state.  

Joseph was successful because he trusted in God’s vision for him – regardless of how anyone saw him.  Be encouraged today because God sees you.  You may feel as though you are on the slave wagon, or being used as a toy by someone in power, but God is making a way for your success.






