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A Season for Blessing
August 23, 2009
Genesis 41:46 – 53
In the life of every person there are times of blessing and times of sorrow.  You can also factor in the natural events such as weather disasters, or times of economic stability when you aren’t scratching for every dollar.  As you look back over your life, I am sure you also remember times of health and times when you struggled to stay alive.

In his wisdom, Solomon said, “To everything there is a season.”  The next variable in your life equation is determined on whether you have made God and His plan a part of your life.
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) says, “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord,  plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

So let’s take a quick bullet point review of those things that are important for your success:

· Training and trial runs

· Maintaining a Godly attitude during the bad times

· Allowing God to fill up your toolbox, maintaining the tool box and mastering the tools.

· Seasons of blessing and sorrow.

· Making God part of the plan – this means knowing where He wants you to be to serve, worship and train.

· Be willing to be in the center of God’s plan for your life, regardless of the season.

Today we are going to take a look at the next couple of steps:

Go with me, back to verse 48:

I want to touch on a point that has already been discussed, yet is essential to your success:

· You have to know how to use the blessings that God places in your hands.  Here Joseph taught the entire nation of Egypt how to take a portion of the abundant harvest times and put up for a time when there would be draught.
· God may open the windows of heaven and pour out a large blessing upon your life.  Too many times if we get blessed with $100, we spend $107.

· Since we have already talked about this, we won’t linger here long.  A wise person will never spend his amount of money frivolously – he will always keep something tucked away.  

· A wise person will always keep a portion of those large blessings that God poured out on them, in reserve for times of economic decline and crop failure.

So Joseph began a period in his life where he would be tremendously blessed.  In verses 50 – 51 God blessed Joseph on a personal level first – He gave him children.  The first child that was born to him he named Manasseh because, “God had made him to forget all his toil and all his father’s house.”

Joseph had to turn lose of all the disappointments and pain in his life.  He had to forgive every bad deed that had happened to him.  Without doing so, he could not move forward into the next level of blessing that God had determined for his life.
To many times we face disappointment on our job, or with family members and friends.  The disappointment can eat away at us and make us bitter, mean and hateful.  Those seeds will make us sick and open the door to infirmity in our life.  Finally, if we allow the root of bitterness to take hold it will suck the life out of us a little at a time until it kills us.

We have to find a place in our heart to forgive those who have wrongfully harmed us or our family.  

· Forgiveness does not mean that it is OK that the other person harmed you or your family.  

· It does not mean that you have to take that person into your home.

· It does not even mean that you have to carry on a conversation with that person.

Forgiveness means that you release that person from the penalty of their sin.  It also means that you turn them over to God for any vengeance that He determines is necessary.  He said in His Word, “Vengeance is mine saith the Lord, I will repay.” 

It is OK to be sad for the damage that was done, or the harm or loss that it brought to your family.  But you need to turn those offences over to God, and He will meet out the appropriate level of justice.
Jesus Christ died on the cross to forgive you of your sins, and to bear the punishment for your sins.  He died that you could be set free from the penalty of death.  AND the gift that He offers to you when you receive Him as your personal Lord and Savior is LIFE!

He came that you might have life, and that you might it more abundantly.  Serving God is not complying with a list of do’s and don’ts.  It is not religious rituals.  It is developing a relationship with God, understanding His Word and trusting Him with every aspect of your life.

Today, if you do not know Jesus as your personal Lord and Savior, I want to introduce Him to you.  

You can ask Him to come into your life, and forgive you of your sins.  

You can ask Him to give you a chance to live again, and leave the life of death behind you.  He is calling you today.  Will you come.







