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Trial Run (Part 3)
July 19, 2009
Genesis 40:1 - 8
Throughout Joseph’s trial runs he met several personalities.  The more notable personalities were: Potiphar, Potiphar’s wife, an un-named jailor, un-named prisoners, the chief butler, the chief baker and Pharoah.
Each personality, in whom Joseph dealt, had a divine purpose in his life.  Today we are going to focus on the chief butler and the chief baker.

These two servants of Pharoah were imprisoned and Joseph was charged with their care, and had to serve them.  They came to the point that they needed Joseph’s gift.

Verses 9 – 22
The chief butler and chief baker were prisoners, just like Joseph, and could not return any kind of favor or help him in any way.  The baker was especially at a disadvantage because Joseph’s interpretation of his dream was that he would be put to death.

Even though it appeared that the effort required to offer his gift would not profit Joseph, 

· He offered his gift freely.
· He served him although his service seemed to be an exercise in futility.

There will be many times when you offer your gift to people who do not receive you, or who will not listen.  Or, you see them heading for a short and sure end.  They can be very frustrating personalities to deal with.

You may wrestle with the idea to abandon them and not waste your time on them.  But God will use them to sharpen your gift or bring your gift to the attention of key people in his plan of success for your life.

No matter how difficult, do not discount people who cross your path.  Some of the people who seem to be the least likely to make a difference may have the key to your success.  God will reward you for the time that you spend with them.  Or for your efforts to reach out to them in ministry, and it seems as though they are not grateful, or do not receive your efforts.

These situations are not trial runs or tests; they may even be counterfeit, or not genuine.  But God will use the counterfeit to polish your skills or how you approach ministry.  You cannot give up or ignore people or situations that seem to be a dead-end or futile to your progress.
The primary job description of the baker was to provide bread and baked goods.  In his relationship with Joseph, he provided the elements of life-giving bread to Joseph in a spiritual sense.  When put in the oven, the flour, yeast, oil, salt and water will rise.  Under the hands of a skillful baker, the bread would receive the right amount of ingredients and right amount of heat to produce the bread.

In the heated trial of prison, Joseph came face-to-face with the skillful hands of the baker.  The opportunity provided by the baker nourished Joseph’s gift, causing it to rise.  

Joseph had to provide the interpretation for both the dream of the butler and the dream of the baker.  The testimony that was given to Pharoah by the butler was that the gift in Joseph’s life was accurate and on-target.  In the end the ministry and service that he provided to the chief butler and chief baker while they were in prison brought about his release from prison and eventual re-positioning before the ruler of Egypt.

Genesis 41:1
The baker was killed and the butler was restored to his previous position, and forgot about Joseph.  Two years after their release, Joseph’s gift was needed again.  The seed that Joseph had sown in the butler lay dormant, and did not bear fruit until an appointed time.

Verses 9 – 13

When the time, or season for Joseph to be released came into the fullness of its time, all the seeds that Joseph planted in others by sharing his gift in the midst of extreme personal circumstances, bore fruit.

Too many times, it appears as though we are being passed over:

· For promotions

· For ministries

· Blessings

But God has an appointed season for you to come forth.  It is not a day or an hour, but a time when you have matured in your calling.  

· When you are no longer arrogant, and full of yourself.

· When you are able to let the gift flow and give God the glory, regardless of whether you were laughed and ridiculed as Joseph was when he was a child.

· Or hated by those who should have loved him.

· When he met Potiphar he let his gift flow.  The result of that put him in prison.  Potiphar was the trial run, or fore-runner of Joseph standing before the rule of Egypt.

· When he met Potiphar’s wife, he maintained his integrity, even though he ended up prison.  She was the counterfeit.

· When he met the jailor, he let his gift flow.  He did the jailor’s job.

· By the time he met the butler and the baker he could have been fed up and sick and tired and rightly so.  But he didn’t give up.

· The baker, or provider of bread, nourished his gift.
True to form, the job description of the butler was to open doors – and that he did.  Two years later the testimony of the butler opened the door for Joseph’s release from prison.  BUT it also opened the door for him to be repositioned before Pharoah, the ruler of Egypt.

Joseph had to meet the provider of bread and the door opener in an unusual setting before he could be re-positioned.  

You may be dealing with someone right now that seems to be a waste of your efforts.  They could be the baker of bread that will nourish you and polish your gift to improve your presence in ministry.

You may be ministering to the butler who will open the door for you at a later time.  When the butler or the baker stands before the KING, what do you want their testimony to be?
You will meet many personalities in your life.  






