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Before accepting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, you carried the load or penalty of sin.  The weight of your load or burden, weighed you down every day, stripping you of emotional, physical and spiritual freedom.  This weight drew you into its grip, weighing you down to the point that you could not live under the tremendous load any longer.
The flesh loved the pleasures of sin, but is unable to continue to survive under the weight of sin’s oppression.  The wages of sin is death – plain and simple.  Over half of the world population is without God.

In Luke 4:18 – 19, Jesus is explaining the purpose of the anointing:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,

Because He has anointed Me

To preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

For the unsaved, the anointing holds the power to break the yoke of bondage that results from sin.

For the saved, this passage of scripture is the goal of which you are to achieve.  There was a reason that Jesus was anointed, AND there is a reason that God has chosen and anointed you:

· He has called you to deliver the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ to those who are lost and undone without God.

· He has poured His Spirit upon you, and sent you forth to heal the brokenhearted.
· He has delivered you and set you free to transform you into a living example that you do not have to live under the curse of the law.  NOW, you are a have the ability to proclaim liberty to those who are held captive through sin,  because you are living it on a daily basis.

· Your eyes are open to the power and destruction of sin, and you are no longer ignorant or blinded to Satan’s devices.  This gives you power to speak to others who are spiritually blind, or even physically blind, and they will respond to the anointing in you, and their eyes will be OPEN!

· The anointing in you gives you the power to release others from their oppression  -- IN THE NAME OF JESUS!  Even as you were oppressed and bound down, the power of the anointing that has been poured upon you, and rubbed into you, can release and set free.

· The anointing fills you with revelation knowledge, so that you can discern and proclaim to the world that Jesus Christ is coming soon!

If you have declared that you are free in the name of Jesus, and that his name is written upon your heart, and His blood applied to your sins, scripture declares that you are no longer your own.  He bought and paid for you with His blood.  If you go back to the world, or look to the flesh for solutions, you compound your problems and open the door to spiritual bondage.  
Then the yoke, or burden, for which you are anointed to relieve others, will fall upon you and crash your world, grinding it to pieces.

II Corinthians 5:17 says that when we get saved that,  “old things pass away, and all things become new”.  But we have to walk in the newness of His Spirit, and not after the lusts of our flesh.  If this gospel is to be accepted when we deliver it, we have to be a living example, NOT JUST WORDS that we memorized from scripture.  
We have to live it 24/7, not just on Sunday, because the anointing will not operate when sin is present in your life.  So if you are to fulfill the purpose of the anointing, you have to clean it up, and get rid of sin!
Paul told the people in Galatia to “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  Many churches have more of the world than they do of God.  

· Their praise and worship services are not holy, there is no level of respect or sanctification from the praise and worship teams.  

· The word that comes forth teaches a messages of humanism --  “You think, therefore your are.”

· Offerings take the air of fleecing the flock for the wool.  In many services, more time is taken with the offering than with the word.

· The pastor or the speaker may be a fornicator or idolator; or a drunk or a drug addict.

Jesus said, “Take MY yoke upon thee and learn of me for I am meek and lowly.  My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  The anointing is not a level of “feel-good” that can be obtained.  It is the power of God working through the life of the believer when:

· There is no shouting or praising, and no one else in the room likes the message that is being delivered – BUT, it lines up to God’s Word.
· When the answer is not the popular buzz words of the day.

· When it makes men in high places uncomfortable, yet it is delivered in power because it is “What thus saith the Lord!!”

Defining the purpose of the anointing is simple:

It is to deliver you.

Or you will deliver it.

Isaiah 10:27:  It shall come to pass in that day that his burden [load]  will be taken away from your shoulder, and his yoke
 from your neck, and the yoke will be destroyed because of the anointing oil.

There are three calls that I want to make today:
1.  If you don’t know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior.  I challenge you to receive Him, and let the anointing set you free.

2. If you know Him, I challenge you to walk in the power of His anointing and fulfill the call of God.

3. If you are straddling the fence, make a decision.
� Strong’s Hebrew 5923 [owl pronounced ole] from 5953; a yoke (as imposed on the neck) lit. or fig; - yoke.      


5953: [alal prounced aw-lal’]: a prim root; to effect thoroughly; spec, to glean 9also fig.); by impl. (In a bad sense) to overdo, i.e. maltreat, be saucy to, pain, impose (also lit.): - abuse, affect X child, defile, do, glean, mock, practice, thoroughly, work (wonderfully).
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