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This morning I want to read Psalms 69:1 – 13 to you.

This Psalm describes the life of a poor, despised and lowly individual who lacks even a single friend to comfort him. It is the voice of a tormented soul who has experienced untold humiliation and disgrace. Through no apparent cause of his own, he is surrounded by enemies who wish to cut him down; even his own brothers are strangers to him, ravaging and reviling him.

Amazingly, this is the voice of the mighty King David, righteous and beloved servant of God, feared and awed by all.

King David had many challenges throughout his life. But at what point did this great individual feel so alone, so disgraced, and so undeserving of love and friendship?

What had King David done to arouse such ire and contempt? And was there no one, at this time in his life, who would provide him with love, comfort and friendship?

This Psalm, in which King David passionately gives voice to the heaviest burdens of his soul, refers to a period of twenty-eight years, from his earliest childhood until his being coronated as king of the people of Israel by the prophet Samuel.

David was born into the illustrious family of Yishai (Jesse), who served as the head of the Sanhedrin (supreme court of Torah law) and was one of the most distinguished leaders of his generation. Jesse was a man greatness, and righteousness.  The Talmud (Shabbat 55b) observes that, "Jesse was one of only four righteous individuals who died solely due to the curse of death, not because of any sin or flaw of his own. David was the youngest in his family, which included seven other brothers.

Yet, when David was born, this prominent family greeted his birth with disdain and contempt. In the Psalm, David said, "I was a stranger to my brothers, a foreigner to my mother's sons...they put gall in my meal and gave me vinegar to quench my thirst."

David was not permitted to eat with the rest of his family, but was assigned to a separate table in the corner. He was given the task of shepherd because "they hoped that a wild beast would come and kill him while he was performing his duties" and for this reason was sent to pasture in dangerous areas full of lions and bears. 
There was one individual who was pained by his unjustified plight and felt deep, unconditional love for the child whom she knew was pure.  This was King David's mother, Nitzevet bat Adel.

Torn and anguished by David's unwarranted degradation, yet powerless to stop it, Nitzevet was also shunned and waited for justice to be served.

It would take twenty-eight long years of assault and rejection, suffering and degradation until  justice would finally begin to materialize.

David's Birth Why was the young David so reviled by his brothers and people?  The prophets did not record the reason.  You have to go to the Midrashim (Jewish writings) to find some of the answersl.
David's father, Jesse, was the grandson of Boaz and Ruth. After several years of marriage to his wife, Nitzevet, and after having raised several virtuous children, Jesse began to entertain personal doubts about his Jewish bloodline. Although Boaz was the leading Torah authority in his day, his grandmother, Ruth, was a convert from the nation of Moab.

During Ruth's lifetime, many individuals were doubtful about the legitimacy of her marriage to Boaz. The Torah specifically forbids an Israelite to marry a male Moabite convert, because Moab was the nation that cruelly refused the Jewish people’s passage through their land, and would not even allow them to purchase food and drink when they wandered in the desert after being freed from Egypt.  

However, the female Moabite converts were exempt.  This law was not well publicized in Israel.  With his marriage to Ruth, Boaz hoped to clarify and publicize this Torah law.

Boaz died the night after his marriage with Ruth. Ruth had conceived and subsequently gave birth to their son, Obed, the father of Jesse. Some rabble-rousers at the time claimed that Boaz's death verified that his marriage to Ruth the Moabite had indeed been forbidden.

Time would prove differently. The righteous conduct of Obed, and later Jesse along with their prestigious positions proved the legitimacy of their ancestry. It was unquestionable that men of such caliber could have descended from a forbidden union.

However, later in his life, doubt gripped at Jesse heart, gnawing away at the very foundation of his existence. Being the sincere individual that he was, his integrity compelled him to action.

If Jesse status was questionable, he was not permitted to remain married to his wife, a veritable Israelite. Disregarding the personal sacrifice, Jesse decided the only solution would be to separate from her, by no longer engaging in marital relations. Jesse’s children were aware of this separation.

After a number of years had passed, Jesse longed for an offspring whose ancestry would be unquestionable. His plan was to engage in relations with his Canaanite maidservant.

The maidservant was aware of the anguish of her mistress, Nitzevet. She understood her pain in being separated from her husband for so many years. She knew, as well, of Nitzevet's longing for more children.

The empathetic maidservant secretly approached Nitzevet and informed her of Jesse’s plan, suggesting a bold counter plan.  She suggested that they switch places like Leah did with Rachel.  So that night Nitzevet took the place of her maidservant, and conceived. Jesse was unaware that this had taken place.

After three months, Nitzevet's pregnancy became obvious. Incensed, her sons wished to kill their apparently adulterous mother and the illegitimate fetus that she carried. Nitzevet, for her part, would not embarrass her husband by revealing the truth of what had occurred. Like her ancestress Tamar, who was prepared to be burned alive rather than embarrass Judah, Nitzevet chose a vow of silence. And like Tamar, Nitzevet would be rewarded for her silence with a child of greatness who would be the forebear of the Messiah.

Jesse was unaware of the truth behind his wife's pregnancy, but had compassion on her, and ordered his sons not to touch her. "Do not kill her! Instead, let the child that will be born be treated as a lowly and despised servant. In this way, everyone will realize that his status is questionable and, as an illegitimate child, he will not marry an Israelite."

From the time of his birth onwards, Nitzevet's son was treated by his brothers as an abominable outcast.  Noting the conduct of his brothers, the rest of the community assumed that this youth was a treacherous sinner full of unspeakable guilt.

On the infrequent occasions that Nitzevet's son would return from the pastures to his home in (Bethlehem), he was shunned by the townspeople. If something was lost or stolen, he was accused as the natural culprit and ordered in the words of the Psalm, to "repay what I have not stolen."

Eventually, the entire lineage of Jesse was questioned, as well as the basis of the original law of the Moabite convert. People claimed that all the positive qualities from Boaz became manifest in Jesse and his illustrious seven sons, while all the negative character traits from Ruth the Moabite clung to this despicable youngest son, called David.

I Samuel 16:1 – 13
But the day would come when Nitzevet and her son would be acknowledged as legitimate by God, through the prophet, and anointing that was poured out upon him.
When the world sees us, it sees only the worst; when it deals with us, it is cruel and cold.  We can be accused of things we have not done, and most of the highly anointed vessels of God are:

· Joseph was accused of raping Potiphar’s wife.

· David was accused of stealing.

· Jesus was accused of blasphemy.

But the call of God is not hide from the eyes of the anointing.  It sees beyond the dirty outcast, and shepherd boy hid in the fields.  It sees a KING!  Mighty, courage and strong in battle.
If you are going through an unjust period in your life, hold on!  God will vindicate you.  As with Joseph, and David, when God came on the scene, they went from the prison, or a place of shame to the King’s palace.  Jesus?  Well, he went to the throne room to sit at the right hand of God.
The sons of Jesse were the the 10th generation from the birth of Perez, who was the illegitimate son of Judah born to Tamar when she played the role of the harlot.  According to Deuteronomy 23:2, he would have been the first generation to be permitted in the “assembly (House) of the Lord.”  If David was illegitimate it would have perpetuated the curse again for 10 generations.  If his son, born to Bathsheba would have lived, it would have perpetuated the curse.  

But David said, “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the House of the Lord!”

The curse was broken, and he was free.
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