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It was 2 AM and 14 year old Konerak was running for his life.  This was his only chance to escape.  He had struggled to get to his feet and get to the door after being slipped a powerful drug.  Although he was naked, he ran outside.  A woman called 911 to report the naked boy and the police were dispatched to investigate.
When the police arrived, the man told them that Konerak was his 19 year old homosexual lover who had been drinking too much.  Konerak was so drugged and incoherent he was unable to speak.  The officers, did not want to get into the middle of a domestic situation, between homosexual lovers.  So, they left, not knowing that Konerak would be strangled to death.  His dead corpse was sexually violated, and his body was dismembered.  His skull was cleaned out to keep for a trophy.

The convicted child molester who was still on probation would elude the authorities for a few more months in which he would seize more victims for his insatiable appetite of sexual perversion, murder and cannibalism.  We have come to know this person as Jeffrey Dahmer, notorious serial killer and canabal of our time.

Ted Bundy, serial killer of 30 women, declared that hard-core pornography was responsible for his murderous rampages.

Many serial killers whose rampages were associated with perverse sexual acts were moved to their murderous pitch through pornography.  

Surely it must be safe to view pornography, in the confines of the average American home, with the average American couple.  At least enough to spice up the marriage.  But the fact of the matter is that pornography is a destructive force in any marriage relationship.  

You may think that you are not addicted – that you just like to look every now and then.  Sexual addiction is defined as any sexually-related, compulsive behavior which interferes with normal living and causes severe stress on family, friends, loved ones and one’s work environment.  

Today there are approximately 6 – 10 million men who suffer an addiction to pornography or other sexual addictions.  So, how do you know when it has moved from looking to addiction?  
As with all addictions, you may not be able to discern the difference, or know where the line is, because it is not sexual in nature.  
Alcohol, drugs, sex and other stimulants are used to medicate feelings of anxiety, pain, loneliness, stress, or disappointment.  Instead of facing pain, a sex addict develops a pattern of numbing him or herself with false images of being accepted, affirmed or receiving affection.

Sexual compulsive behavior is not the needs for sex, rather it is to control and avoid relational pain.  

Some of the more common effects of pornography include:

· Extra-marital affairs associated with viewing pornography.

· Male viewers of pornography become more aggressive toward women.

· Viewers become desensitized to rape as a criminal offense.

· Pornography encourages a desire for increasingly deviant materials which involve violence, like sadomasochism and rape.

· Pornography leads men and women to experience conflict, suffering and sexual dissatisfaction in the marriage relationship.
· Viewers of pornography fantasize about acting out the things that they have seen.

· Pornography promotes an intense interest in homosexual and multiple partner sex, which leads to emotional distress, sexual identity confusion and sexually transmitted disease.

Women whose husbands are addicted to pornography are also affected by their husband’s sexual addiction.  They experience:

· Shame and emotional problems
· Physical abuse Rape

· Social embarrassment, unwanted touching in public and in private

· Forced to perform deviant acts and act out their husbands fantasies.

Pornography usually begins with soft-core magazines then escalates to watching X-rated movies, going to strip clubs, hiring prostitutes to act out sexual fantasies, then finally varying degrees of sexual deviance that leads all the way to the atrositites committed by Jeffrey Dahmer.

Mental health professionals say that pornography not only affects the mind and behavior it alters brain chemistry.  As with all addictions, pornography is progressive.  It moves to the very core of your being to defile and destroy all that is innocent and pure within you.  
God created man as a triune or tripartitioned being, described in scripture as body, soul and spirit.
Physical:

All addictions appeal to your physical senses, bringing pleasure through the release of a powerful hormone called dopamine, which stimulates the pleasure-center of the brain.  Dopamine, along with other chemicals and hormones are released over and over until they actually change the brain!  
James 1:15 says, “when lust is conceived, it brings forth sin, and sin when it is finished, brings forth death.”  Lust starts as a thought in the mind, and can be planted by pornographic images.  It is the first stage of addiction.  Left undisciplined, it will move quickly to stimulate in the physical or flesh realm.  

Emotional, Soulish:

If the behavior is not brought into subjection to the Word of God it will progress to the next stage of addiction.  This is the stage where the desires or lusts of the flesh challenge your morality, ethics, and spiritual foundation.  If you lose this spiritual struggle, lust is conceived in the soulish or emotional realm, and you become emotionally imbalanced.  

· As the desire to fulfill your lust progresses from temptation to sin, it dominates your thought life, and moves to obsessive or compulsive behavior.

· You will begin to sacrifice important things to continue your pattern of behavior.  You may even sacrifice things that are very important to you, such as your job, relationships, children and spouses.  You may even sacrifice your relationship with God.
Spiritual:

Finally, the cycle of your addictive behavior will begin to smother out your life.  The lust will move from fanstasies and thoughts to action, and brings forth sin.  Sin, inevitably, brings forth death.

________________

In the Christian, this manifests itself in the form of severe obsession or oppression with depression and other side effects.

In the person who is not a Christian, severe obsession, oppression, depression and finally total possession occurs at varying degrees of the addictive behavior.

For those whose addiction is a struggle of the soul or emotional realm, II Corinthians 10:4 provides the roadmap to begin the reversal process.  “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”

What this means for the sexual addict is that you have to replace the images that have been engrained in your mind as you watch pornographic scenes.  
When these images are triggered in the memory, you have the power through the Word of God to overthrow and replace those images with images that are pure and that re-direct the course of your thought processes to God.  
The systemic or root problem is not a mere sexual thought or image that drives you to a sexual act.  The root is a spirit of perversion to which you have given control.   
The good news is that the damage done to your brain through pornographic addiction is reversible.  Matthew 3:10 says, “And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees:”  You have to allow the Spirit of God to bury the ax of deliverance deep to remove the root of sexual addiction.

The bad news is that the root of perversion that drives sexual addiction will not be confined to the addicted person.  You will loose this spirit in your home – on your teenage sons and daughters, on your innocent children who haven’t even reached the age of puberty.  They will find your magazines and pictures and begin to act out the images that become engrained in their minds.

In July of 2006, the Meridian Magazine reported:

“The immaturity of the teenage brain makes it vulnerable to mis-cues or mis-directions.  Imprinted with pornography, the brain rewires to the new stimulation as if this were the course – for a lifetime.

Their image of a wife may become demented, and they may never be able to recover and enjoy the sacred gift of sexuality and knowing their spouse in God’s plan for intimacy. You will have planted the seeds of sexual perversion into your family for up to four generations.  In the giving of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20, it says that the “sins of the fathers will be visited upon the children to the third and fourth generation of them that hate him.”
Deliverance is essential for those who are affected all the way to the spiritual level. In Matthew 3:8, the scripture begins to lay out the plan for deliverance.  Step one is to “bring forth fruits meet for repentance.”  This simply follows the initial plan of salvation.  Repentance means acknowledgement of your sin and confession.

I heard Kirk Franklin talk about his struggle with sexual addiction.
  He said that the most effective plan is to be honest with your spouse -- CONFESS, and tell them that you are struggling with sexual and relational dis-satisfaction in the marriage.  
Pornography attacks the dignity of men and women who are created in the image of God.  It distorts the gift of sexuality, which was designed by God to bring a husband and wife together to form a bond.  

During the sexual act, an addict is fixated on the image in their mind rather than the spouse.  This creates a void that bonds the sexual addict to the image and not the spouse.  The spouse can never perform to the desired level of gratification produced by the image, which serves to deepen the disappointment and dis-satisfaction in the relationship.    The void left by the failure to bond becomes a play ground for demonic activity.
The spirit of sexual perversion is dominated or controlled by the principality of “A heart that devises wicked imaginations” from Proverbs 6:16. Interestingly, this is the same principality in which witchcraft operates, or is exercised.  The Spirit of God that takes dominion over wicked imaginations is the Spirit of Counsel as defined in Isaiah 11:2.
If you have fallen victim to sexual addiction, you need to re-map your thoughts and the images of your mind.  Repentance, confession and deliverance are your first steps.  The remapping process is done in a counseling setting, and I advise you to seek out a good Christian counselor once you have begun this process today.

__________________________________

God’s design for marriage is encapsulated in the philosophy of the blood covenant.  God set a seal within a woman that is to be broken by the husband on the wedding night.  When the seal is broken blood issues forth, as a bond between the husband and wife in a blood covenant.  But Satan has worked diligently to destroy God’s design for marriage.  Few marriages begin with a woman who is a virgin on her wedding night. AND, even fewer where the husband is a virgin. When the marriage covenant is not sealed in blood, the strength of the marriage is diluted.  Its intended strength can only be returned through the power of the blood of Jesus Christ.
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