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Luke 4:18 – 19
When Jesus entered the temple on the Sabbath Day, he was given the book of the prophet Isaiah.  Finding the prophecy, he read these words.  Over the last several months we have been looking at the baptism of fire that was to be poured out when the Messiah came.  This was prophesied by John the Baptist in Matthew 3.  

We have learned that the Baptism or anointing of fire is the infilling and maturity of the Spirit of God within the life of the believer.  
· Salvation produces the fruit of the spirit.

· The baptism or infilling of the Holy Ghost produces sanctification, the gifts of the spirit, knowledge of how to put on, and utilize the whole armor of God; and
· The baptism or infilling of the Spirit of God produces a manifestation of the 7 lamps that stood before the throne of God, which have now been sent forth into the earth as the “Spirit of God”.  The seven manifestations found in Isaiah 11 are:

· Wisdom

· Understanding

· Counsel

· Might

· Knowledge

· Fear of the Lord

· Judgment

As you bring all the manifestations of these three acts of grace into full maturity, you move on to perfection or maturity in the Lord.

To better understand the ministry of Christ, and how that unfolds in the life of the believer, we are going to dig deep into the Word of God to better understand the subject of “The Anointing”.  The modern church used the term anointing or anointed for anything that shakes and speaks in tongues.  But Jesus was much more than what we see in our modern churches.  He said, “There is a reason that the Spirit of the Lord is upon me – I have been anointed by God!” [paraphrase].
We are going to take a look at the anointing of Christ.  He experienced three levels of the anointing, each level is associated with a logos or God-breathed word:

Physical
Although He recognized His anointing when He was 12 years old in the temple, His season did not begin until the physical anointing was released at His baptism in the Jordan River.  Matthew 3:16
Logos: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  Matthew 3:16

Soul/Emotion/Will
This anointing was manifested in the Garden of Gethsemane when He surrendered His will to that of the Father.
Logos: “Not my will, but thine be done.”  Matthew 26:42

Spirit
This anointing was manifested on the Mount of Transfiguration in Matthew 17.
Logos: “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him” Matthew 17:5

As a verb, or action word, anointing means “to rub or smear with oil or unguent. 

 As a noun it means “anointed one”.  One who is consecrated for a special office or function.

In simple terms, the anointing is the presence of the Holy Ghost being [smeared, covered, applied] to someone.  It is the impartation of “special” or super-natural strength or ability to enable an individual to perform a special task or function in an office in which w/he is called and appointed by God.

In biblical times God would anoint someone to fill a specific office:


Samuel was anointed in the office of the Prophet.


There were men anointed as priests to offer up sacrifice for the sins of the people.


David was anointed to be king.  (He was also anointed as a prophet and priest, just as Jesus 

was anointed for all 3 offices).

· I Samuel 16:12 God told Samuel to “arise anoint him [David] as king.

· II Samuel 28:2 “…the Spirit of the Lord spoke by me [David].  This was the office of the prophet.
· II Samuel 24:25 “…And David built there an altar to the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.  This fulfilled the office of the priest.

The anointing of God is more than a bed-time bible story.  It is something we can take from the pages of scripture and pull it into our life.  It is not a dead philosophy that wraps religion up in a neat little package that is palatable for men to hear.  It is the power of God being rubbed into your being – who you are, for the purpose of qualifying you for the work or office in which He has called you.  Jesus knew the purpose of the anointing in His life:

To preach the gospel to the poor; 

He has sent me to heal the brokenhearted.

To proclaim liberty to the captives;

And recovery of sight to the blind,

To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

He came to accomplish something in the life of every person who is willing to accept his vicarious gift. The word vicarious means suffered in the place of another. 

· God anointed Him to be able to bear the sin of the entire human race – your sin, my sin.  
· God anointed Him to bring every individual that would receive into a level of wholeness that they were able to connect with the gift that was being offered!
· God anointed Him to open your eyes to the gospel message.

· God anointed Him to release you from the prison in which Satan held you; deliver you from the demonic control that Satan had upon your life.

· God anointed Him to release in you the same Spirit of God that was in Him!
When you were steeped in sin, it was impossible for you to connect with the gift that Jesus purchased for you.  When you became tired of your sin, and tired of the penalty that sin brought into your life, you began to seek out God; seek out something different, something more than the mess in which you found yourself.  He began to reveal Himself to you, and little-by-little He brought to into new levels of wholeness, restoring the effects that sin had upon your life.
That was His purpose.  That is why God anointed Him and set Him aside for that purpose.  Everything He did, He did with purpose.  

· He went by the pool of Bethesda on purpose, and the lame man was healed.

· He went to Samaria on purpose, and the woman who had several husbands and was living in sin was delivered.

· He went down the road where blind Barnameus sat collecting alms, ON PURPOSE, and Barnameus was healed.
· He ate with the publicans and the sinners – not to participate in their sin, but to share the good news of the gospel with them!

The anointing brought Him into the fullness of His purpose in God.  

The purpose of the anointing in your life is to give you the strength to fulfill the call of God.
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