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Daniel 3:1 - 6
A few weeks back we took a cursory look at the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and how they were thrown into the fiery furnace.  To close out the teaching on the fire I wanted to go back to their story.  We have learned a lot about going through the fire.  Let’s recap some of the steps:

· The Holy Ghost will reveal your need to become like the Lord.  You may have to be delivered from demonic influences so that you can move forward, but God will open the door for that to be accomplished.

· God will position you under a shepherd for training.  Learn your lessons well, and do your best to get it right the first time.

· The next step is the test.  During this phase God does not provide the answers.  He will be silent, and you may think that He does not care about your situation.  HE DOES!  He is watching, revealing, and working through the Holy Ghost to bring things back to your remembrance.
· Sometimes the test is very short, other times it is L ON G.  The test is over when you pass or fail.  When you are still working, struggling, or searching for the answers, the test will continue.

· At the end of the test, you immediately know whether you passed or failed.  The next step is remedial training.  All of the mishaps, fleshful fits, and wrong turns need to be dealt with, and re-trained.

· If you hang in there, by this time you are well on your way to moving to the next level.  BUT, before you do, you have to be re-tested.  This test is trial by fire.

As we draw close to God, we have to become like Him.  And Hebrews 12: 18 says that God is a consuming fire.  To become “like Him” requires that we become a flame or consuming fire.

The fire usually comes after the test, and any remedial learning that you need to do. Its purpose is to clean, polish, and fine tune the work that God has started in you.  To be successful and come out of the fire, you have to draw closer to God and meet fire with fire.  
Daniel 3:12,    then 16 – 23
The stand that the 3 Hebrew children had to take, was an exercise of their faith.  Let’s go back and look at Daniel 3 16 – 23 again:

· They considered what they knew:

· They were taught not to bow down to other gods or worship idols.  Of this they were convinced.  So that was the premise of their defense.

· They knew that they WOULD NOT bow down to the king’s image.

· They knew that there were only two possible outcomes for deliverance:

1. God would deliver them from the king by allowing them to perish in the fire.

2. God would miraculously bring them out of the fire.

· They were convinced that God was able to deliver them.

· What they did not know is what God’s plan for deliverance involved, or how God was going to do it!

So when the circumstances appeared to take to worst possible route, these 3 Hebrews had to “put their money where their mouth was, so to speak, and follow through all the way to the end.”

I am sure that pure fleshful emotion tried to take over once they knew that they were going to be thrown into the fire.  Their response to pure fleshful emotion is faith that God’s plan is higher than the circumstances.  The key is to have built your faith to the measure needed to get through the trial.
Every person starts out with the same level of faith in life.  Romans 12:3 says, “God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.”  You determine what you do with your measure.  You can sqwander it, use it up and not replenish it, or you can use that measure of faith as a premise in which to build.  

· To build your faith requires that you “hear”.  Romans 10: 17 says, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”

· To operate your faith requires love.  Galatians 5:6 says, “But faith working through love.”  So if you know you have faith, and it seems like your faith is not operating, take a look at your love.  Jesse Duplantis said, “Check your “love dipstick”.  If it is low, you can have all the faith in the world, but it won’t operate.
Finally, you cannot allow the circumstances to drive your actions.  No matter what the circumstances dictate, you have to keep your eyes on the Lord.  In Matthew, chapter 14, Peter was challenged by the Lord to jump out of the boat and walk on the water with Him.  Peter did a good job until he started looking at the circumstances, and thinking about the impossibilities.  As long as he kept his eyes on the Lord and kept moving forward, he walked on the water.  But as soon as he looked around at the circumstances, he began to sink.
Jesus reached down and got Peter before he actually sunk.
God did not deliver the 3 Hebrew children from the fire – but he did deliver them from the effects of it.  The fire did not kill them, nor was the smell of smoke on their clothes, their flesh, or in their hair!

They had to endure the fire because that is where they came face-to-face with “one who looked like the Son of God”.   Their experience turned an entire nation to God!  Without it, God would have continued to be a mythical belief held by the Hebrews, but God used Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego to show Himself to a nation.
God is looking for an opportunity to SHOW UP  and SHOW OUT in your life.  He wants to walk with you, talk with you, and draw you unto Himself.

Some people allow the fire to destroy them when it is intended to draw them closer to the Lord.
Other people run away, and do not see the Son of God face-to-face, nor are they promoted.

God wants to promote you, just as He wanted to promote the 3 Hebrew children, but REMEMBER: they were not promoted until after they came out of the fire.

