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Tools for the next level of glory
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Genesis 41:45 – 46
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) says, “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord,  plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

In our study of Joseph’s life we have seen him prosper, and we have seen him abased.  His life up to the point of our study today was at times a tower of doom ride like they have at Seven Flags Amusement Park.  He would be at the highest point of comfort and prosperity for his situation, only to be dropped to the seemingly lowest point.

The one thing that was amazing about Joseph’s character is that he never gave up.  He never let his situation get him down – even when he was in the dungeon.  He found a way for his gift to rise to the top.

In the New Testament when Paul wrote to the church at Phillipi, he said, 
“But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again, wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.
Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Let’s think about Paul’s situation for a moment.  Most of the letters that he wrote to the churches were from prison.  While he was waiting to be tried and possibly put to death for his preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  If he would have let himself become depressed because of his situation in prison, he would not have instructed the churches through his letters, and we would not have his wonderful words of wisdom in the bible today.  

Joseph refused to let his personal circumstances stop the work that God placed in his hands.  – Because of that, he prospered.  In each situation and trial, God aligned him for the next level of the calling that upon his life.
For the last couple of weeks we talked about the material things that were given to Joseph:

· signet ring of power and authority, 
· the golden chain, and 
· the fine linen garments.

The other thing that we learned is that Joseph was re-positioned.  He went from a prisoner in the dungeon to the second highest ranking individual in the kingdom of Egypt.

All of these things were designed for the job that he had to do for the king.  They were tools and assets important to his success in that position.  Joseph had to decide what he was going to do with the tools he was given.  

· He could have pawned them, taken the money and run away.

· He could have resented the position as the second highest ranking person in the kingdom and plotted to overthrow or kill Pharoah.

There were many things that he could have done.  But he chose to accept his assignment as Pharoah’s second in command and do a good job.  We know that in the end, the job that he did saved his family as well as the kingdom of Egypt.

Joseph was faithful to keep his assets and blessing and find out the purpose that God intended for them.  God may want to use you as a conduit to run a million dollar blessing through your hands – but he can’t even trust you to pay tithes and offerings on your weekly paycheck.  When God starts putting assets and spiritual tools in your hand, it is for a purpose in the kingdom of God.  

We have to get out of the mindset that if we get blessed with an unexpected $100, that we immediately run to the Mall and spend it.  If you ask God how that million dollar blessing is to be used, he may tell you to give the entire thing into the work of the Lord.  If you are willing to be obedient to God by sowing it as a sacrificial offering, it will open the door for Him to turn around and bless you with a portion that belongs to you – to do whatever you want to do with it.
In verse 45 of chapter 41, Joseph received his new name, but he also was given a wife.  There was a balance in the blessing.  He was repositioned, blessed and given tools to fulfill the next level, but he was also given something very personal – something he didn’t have to share.
I believe that we are living in unusual times, that are going to require unusual measures. What can God trust you with?  Will you pour into the Kingdom of God as though it is your storehouse?  Or, will you hold back and fail to use the tools and assets that come into your hands for the glory of God?

Right now God is preparing you for the next level.  What are you going to do with what you got?






