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Trial Run (Part 5)

Before You Stand Before the King
August 2, 2009
Genesis 41:12 – 16
It has now been two years since the baker and the butler left the dungeon or prison.  No doubt Joseph has fallen into a routine helping the jailor and thinking that he would never get out of the dungeon.  
But the day finally came when his gifts and talents were needed, and unbeknown to him the butler remembered the promise that he made to Joseph.  The seed that was sown in the butler came to fruition, and in a moment, Joseph’s position was being changed.  He was summoned to stand before the King.  At the poin in times when you thnk that God intends to leave you where you are, and you get comfortable, your position will suddenly change.
Today I want to talk about the interim period between the dungeon and the palace – Joseph’s dressing room, so to speak, before he stood before the Pharoah.  Many people get frustrated because there are dress codes at a McDonald’s job, or in ministry.  But as we study Joseph’s life, we find that every time he was repositioned, his clothing changed.
· The first indication was the coat of many colors.  This was given to him by his father when he was first anointed with his gift.

· Then he was stripped of his coat.

· On the slave block, he would have been naked.

· At Potiphar’s House his clothing was un-defined – This is another mark of a trial run.

· Then he was put in prison, and I am sure he was given prison-issue clothing.

Now we see Joseph coming out of the prison and being summoned to stand before Pharoah.  But before he stood before Pharoah he had to do 2 things: 1) He had to shave and wash up; and 2) he had to change his clothes.

Changing your clothes represents changing your spiritual position.  When your spiritual position changes, there will be a physical manifestation of the change that takes place.  Sometimes there is a block of time that elapses before the change in the spirit is manifested in the natural realm – but it will happen.
When the priest prepared themselves to serve the tabernacle, they had to wash their flesh, and change their clothes.  Neither the clean flesh, nor the clothes or garments that they put on, made them holy.  But their garments were an expression of their spiritual condition.

A doctor doesn’t go into the operating room dressed like a clown.

And a minister doesn’t step into the pulpit dressed like they are going to a tennis match.
How do you identify the prostitutes who are for sale on Colfax?  Usually the way they are dressed.  Even though it is not my message today, how you dress is indicative of your spiritual level, and is an important part of being promoted in God.

For several years Joseph’s spirit-man was being developed to offer his gift in a way that would save his family.  His flesh was the last phase of the preparation before he actually stood before Pharoah.
Genesis 41:37 - 46

Joseph had to change his clothes one more time.  Look in verse 42:

· He received Pharoah’s ring .[The signet and authority of the King]Luke 10:19 Behold I give you power to tread on serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy and nothing shall by any means harm you.”  This is the signet ring of the King to the believer.]

· He was clothed in fine linen – Revelations 19:8  “And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
· Finally, a gold chain was placed around his neck.  Gold represents wisdom, which Joseph proved that he already possessed

There is one more point that is important for successful repositioning before the King.  Many people become infatuated with Potiphar’s house, and don’t understand why God takes them out of a situation that was at least bearable, puts them into a situation that is worse.

Years ago a minister came to our church and preached a message about claiming your blessing and holding on to it.  At the end of the service he told every person to claim their blessing, and trust God to bring it to pass.  At the time the minister was a single man and there was a single woman in the congregation.  The blessing that she claimed was to have this preacher as her husband.  The minister left, and a few years later was married to another woman.

Pastor Frank and I came to Denver to Pastor and after about a year or so we had this same minister in for revival.  After the revival, it came out that this woman was still holding on and believing that God was going to give her this man for her husband.  I worked with her in scripture, fasting and prayer to no avail.  She said that the current wife stole her blessing.  I gave her 30 days to fast and pray for deliverance, or I would have to relieve her of teaching Sunday School, playing the piano, and ministering in the jails and hospitals.  

At the end of the 30 days she refused to give up this infatuation and was relieved of all ministerial responsibilities.  Now this woman was faithful.  She was the first one in the church, at the altar praying, paying her tithes, and she kept that up.  BUT she would not give up her infatuation.  She would stand during testimony service and say,  After a few months, the Holy Ghost spoke and told her to be silent in the church, and I did not recognize her during testimony service.  A few months after that she started staggering in the church and I asked if she was OK, she said she was.  One weekend we did not see her, so I called her home.  Her daughter said she had been going blind and had a tumor in her brain that was putting pressure on the optical nerve.  She was in the hospital for a routine surgery.  I asked that she called me.
We were in revival and I was getting ready for church when I received her call.  We talked and she cried and seemed to repent.  When I got off the phone with her I was rejoicing.  Five minutes later she called and said, “No weapon formed against me shall prosper, and God will bring my blessing to pass.”  My heart was broken.

That night she died.  The doctor’s don’t understand why – there seemed to be no logical reason.  She became so infatuated, refusing to turn loose of something that God did not ordain that it killed her.  She was so infatuated that she allowed it to take her blessing, her ministry, her health and finally her life!

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God.
Many Christians are still rehearsing the miracles that took place 20 or 30 years ago, and they don’t know that God is getting ready to give them new and greater miracles – IF THEY DON’T GET STUCK AT POTIPHAR’S HOUSE.

Other Scriptures on changing your garments:

Genesis 35:2

II Samuel 12:20

II Kings 25:29

Job 30:18

Jeremiah 52:33

Judges 14:12 – 19

Zechariah 3:4








