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Genesis 39: 1 – 6
Joseph was an Old Testament personality whose life mirrored many of the aspects of Christ.  At a future time we will dig into how Joseph’s life pointed forward to the Son of God.  

Joseph was the youngest child of his aging father, Jacob.  As a child, Joseph had dreams, and tormented his older brothers.  His father favored him and made him a coat of many colors, which made his brothers jealous.  In a jealous rage, they staged his death, and sold him to a band of Ishmaelites.  They took the coat his father made him and smeared it in animal blood.  They told their father that a wild animal had killed Joseph.
Joseph was taken by the Ishmaelites into Egypt where he was sold as a slave to Potiphar, an officer in Pharoah’s kingdom.  

The events that transpired in Joseph’s life as described in verses 1 – 6 were a trial run for the position in which God intended to elevate Joseph.  This opportunity or trial run, would bring out his strengths and reveal his weaknesses.

While Joseph was in the trial run God gave him favor to function as though this was the intended position.  At the end of the trial run, the lessons that he learned had to be refined and matured for the time when he would be placed in the intended position.

As you read through the account, verse 11 says that Joseph went to Potiphar’s house alone.  All the men were gone.  This gave Potiphar’s wife the opportunity to seduce and accuse him falsely.

Verse 20 – 23
Even when Joseph was put into prison, the favor of God was upon his life.  Because his circumstances had changed, he had to make a conscious decision to allow his gift to function without being bitter.  Bitterness would have shut the door to God’s favor.  
At the height of his success and favor in Potiphar’s house, I am sure that Joseph felt that God was vindicating him for the cruel treatment of his brothers.  

When Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife, it is likely that he did not understand what was happening to him, and he questioned God.  Unknown to him, God was preparing him for a future time.  I am sure that he did not realize that this was actually his second trial run.

The first trial run took him from the comfort of his father’s house into slavery.  At his father’s house he was pampered, spoiled, high maintenance and probably arrogant.  This period of his life lasted for 16 or 17 years.

The second trial run took him from Potiphar’s house to prison.  At Potiphar’s house he could have been arrogant and immature.  He was about 18 years old when he first went to Potiphar’s house.  

In Genesis chapter 4

In Genesis chapter 40, Joseph was given more responsibility.  He became responsible for two more people in prison.

1. Was the chief butler

2. Was the chief baker.

These wards were high maintenance.  It appears that Joseph had to keep them motivated and encouraged to keep their mental state balanced.  Remember, Joseph’s situation was not good, but even in difficult circumstances, God put people in his life that he had to minister to.

Regardless of his situation, God continued to train Joseph and require him to mature the gifts and talents that God had poured into him.  God took every situation of Joseph’s life to use it for his good.  Each new twist and turn, or chapter built on the previous situation to put Joseph through a training that could not have obtained in a seminary or college.
Joseph was in constant training.  As a child he had dreams that he presented to his family.  The implication of those dreams distanced him from his brothers.  When he was sold into slavery he could not allow himself to fall into depression or take a few years off.  He had to move forward to ensure that he was prepared for the moment of time that God had appointed to exalt him.
How are you like Joseph?  Do you have a divine appointment that you aren’t even aware of?  You are in training for a future event.  It may appear that you are in prison like Joseph, falsely accused, with no apparent hope for a future.  But, you are in training.
Regardless of what your flesh feels:

· Don’t give up.

· Don’t fall apart.

· Don’t let the devil take you down a path that detours you from the straight path to victory.  Remember – There are always consequences when you take detours. 
· Don’t allow yourself to get depressed.

· Don’t allow yourself to step out of the position that God has placed you.

· Don’t sell your righteousness or holiness short.

· PRESS toward the mark of the prize of the high calling in Jesus Christ the righteous.

· Trust God – tell him that you TRUST HIM!

· Stand on the Word of God through fasting and prayer

· If you need strength, call on your brothers and sisters in the Lord.

It is in your darkest hours of distress that God is teaching you the most.  Always remember that the trainer or teacher does not give you the answers during the test. So, this is the time that you will feel alone.  You will call upon God, and it will seem as though he is not answering your call. 
This test will determine the level of re-teaching, refining and maturing that is required to take you to that moment of VICTORY God has laid aside for you.

Be encouraged and find your strength.

If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small.







