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Daniel 3:1 - 6
As we draw close to God, we have to become like Him.  And Hebrews 12: 18 says that God is a consuming fire.  To become “like Him” requires that we become a flame or consuming fire.

· Hebrews 1:7 says, “And of the angels He says: Who makes His angels spirits and His ministers a flame of fire.

· In Matthew 3:11 John the Baptist is recorded as saying: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

· Finally, in Luke 12:49 Jesus says, “I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished.”

So, to be “like God”, we must be baptized or immersed in fire, just as we are immersed in water when we are baptized after repentance.
The fire usually comes after the test, and any remedial learning that you need to do. Its purpose is to clean, polish, and fine tune the work that God has started in you.  To be successful and come out of the fire, you have to draw closer to God and meet fire with fire.  
James 4: 7 - 8 says, “ Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.”  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands you sinners and purify your hearts you double-minded.”

As you draw close to God, His consuming fire will purify your spirit and remove fleshly desires, carnal appetites, worldly behaviors, demonic influences and any other thing that is contrary to His character.  The closer that you get to God, the more you are exposed to the fire of His character.  -- And again, you must be willing to be immersed in the fire and stand in His presence.
Daniel 3:12,    then 16 – 23
The 3 Hebrew children had to take a stand for what they believed.  They had been taught the ways of the Lord, tested by being removed from family and church.  They had to come together as one, to keep their worship of God strong and pure.  It was then that they faced the fire.
· I am sure that they were afraid to face a fiery furnace so hot.

· They could have recanted at any time, but they stood their ground, knowing that God was able to deliver them, but not knowing if He would.  

Verses 24 - 27
God did not deliver them from the fire – but he did deliver them from the effects of it.  It was not until they were in the burning fiery furnace that they came face-to-face with “one who looked like the Son of God”.   They were not alone in that fire  -- God was with them, and they came out without the smell of smoke on their clothes, hair or flesh!  
After they came out of the fire, they were promoted.  --  AFTER…………

In verse 25, the King spoke of a fourth man who looked like the Son of God.  I want to talk to you about the 5th man.  There was suppose to be another man in the fire that day.  I don’t know where he was, but he wasn’t there.  
· Maybe he hid – I don’t know.  The bible doesn’t tell us.

· Maybe he bowed down to the image at the sound of the instruments.

· Maybe he was afraid of being thrown into the fire – I don’t know.

Many of God’s people run from the fire.  They don’t want to suffer the hurt, pain, heartache and loss that “going through the fire” can produce in the life of the believer.  BUT, if you don’t go through the fire: 

· You will not come face-to-face with the Son of God.  

· You will not come to understand the power of God the Father – the consuming fire.  

· AND, you will not bond in a relationship to the God who is a consuming fire. 

· You will not be promoted in favor and blessing.  The 3 Hebrew children were not promoted until after the fire.

Who was the 4th Hebrew who should have been in that fire?  What happened to him?  What consequences did he face because he did not go through the fire?

Have you figured out who it is?

Daniel 6:1 -12   then 14 – 17
Daniel did not go into the fire, so at a time when his heart was set within him to serve God, he had to be tried.  It was not with fire, but by spending the night with lions.

There is a huge difference in comparison to that of the 3 Hebrew children:

· Daniel 3:18 – 23  An angel was sent to deliver Daniel, but he did not come face-to-face with the Son of God.  

· Although Daniel prospered in the kingdom, there was no promotion after being in the lion’s den.
Some people allow the fire to destroy them when it is intended to draw them closer to the Lord.
Other people run away, and do not see the Son of God face-to-face, nor are they promoted.

God is calling you to Himself.

Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you;

Get down on your knees and pray ‘til you pray through;

There is no other god, that will do you like He’ll do.

Draw nigh until God, and He’ll draw nigh to you.

