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Yesterday at Evangelist Dallas Burleson’s WOW Conference I spoke on “Family and the Peril of Pornography”.  There are many consequences that accompany the act of pornography, and I am not going to re-preach the message from yesterday, but I will hit a couple of the high points for my message today.

Today there are approximately 6 – 10 million men who suffer an addiction to pornography or other sexual addictions.  There is a point when the viewing of pornography moves from looking to addiction.  However, by the time that you cross the line, it is too late because you are already caught up in the powerful grip of a Spirit of Perversion.
One of the dangers that is not readily seen is the damage that is being done to the brain while viewing pornography.
Mental health professionals say that pornography not only affects the mind and behavior it alters brain chemistry.  As with all addictions, pornography is progressive.  It moves to the very core of your being to defile and destroy all that is innocent and pure within you.  

When you view pornography a very powerful hormonal and chemical cocktail of dopamine, adrenylyn, epinephrine and another chemical is released every time you replay the images  that the pornography has burned into your mind.  The affect of this powerful cocktail is that it actually changes your brain.  This can be reversed in the adult or mature brain.

However in In July of 2006, the Meridian Magazine reported:

“The immaturity of the teenage brain makes it vulnerable to mis-cues or mis-directions.  Imprinted with pornography, the brain rewires to the new stimulation as if this were the course – for a lifetime.

The second consequence of this and all sin is that you invite a spirit into your home and lose it on your children.  While you may be able to manage those demons and keep them under control, the chances are that your children cannot.

James 1:15 says, “when lust is conceived, it brings forth sin, and sin when it is finished, brings forth death.”  This is biblical confirmation that affects of sin are progressive. 

Pornography attacks the dignity of men and women who are created in the image of God.  It distorts the gift of sexuality, which was designed by God to bring a husband and wife together to form a bond.  All sin is designed by Satan to distort who we are in God, and alter our relationship with Him.

I could have preached on the damage and affects of the sin of pornography for 6 or 7 hours, and never touched the full message.
But, today, I want to share with you a part of the message that is burning in my soul.  The initial affect of our sin is embedded in Adam and Eve’s response when they transgressed against God.

Go back to Genesis 3, verse 8.  Three powerful emotions were birthed in Adam because of his sin:  Shame, isolation and hiding.

Because of the sin he had committed, Adam was ashamed and hid himself from the presence of God when he heard Him walking in the garden.  Sin will separate you from the presence of God.

Sin will also cause you to go into emotional hiding.  You may not literally hide yourself from other people, but you will hide who you truly are from them and begin to build a public mask that you put on when you are around other people.  Then when you are alone and take that mask off, it reveals the real you.  

For people who are buried in sin, the real person inside is frightening, even to themselves.  They will begin to withdraw from the presence of God, from the church, friends, and even their wife.  

As Satan pulls them into this vortex of isolation, feelings of inadequacy overewhelm them and they become susceptible to depression and possible suicide.  They fill themselves up with the dark moments of their life and rehearse them in their mind over and over and over.

It takes a good wife or true friend to break through the power of this cycle, embrace them and bring them back to the foot of the cross.
Today, if you identify yourself somewhere in this cycle, I want to encourage you that regardless of what you have done, the Lord loves you and wants to cleanse you of your sin through the power of His blood.  He wants to give you the opportunity to be made whole – to be new again.

I challenge you to release yourself to Him, for healing.  James 4:8 promises that if you draw nigh to God, he will draw nigh to you.  
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